CHAPTER XL

UEAL-ALTAIC   FAMILY.

WE may now proceed to examine the principal
languages   "belonging   to   the   Ural-Altaic
Family.

This family comprises the Samoyedic^ Tunyusic,
Mongolia, Turkic (or Tataric), and Finnic, or Finno-
Ugric classes. Among these we can distinguish three
distinct nuclei, the Sainoyedir-, the A Itaic, comprising
the Tungusic, Mongolic and Turkic, and the Finno-
Ifgric.

Tlie Samoyedic.

The tribes speaking Samoyedic dialects are spread
along the Yenisei and Ob rivers, and were pushed
more and more North by their Mongolic successors.
They have now dwindled down to about lf>,000 souls.
Five dialects, however, have been distinguished in
their language by Castr&i, the YuraJdan, Tawgyan,
Yeniseian, Ostjako-Samoyede, and Kama&sinian, with
several local varieties.

The vocalic harmony is most carefully preserved
in the IZamassinian dialect, but seems formerly to
have existed in all. The Samoyedic has no gender
of nouns, but three numbers, singular, dual, and plural,
and eight cases. The verb has two tenses, an Aorist
(present and future) and a Preterite. Besides the in-
dicative, there is a subjunctive and an imperative.